
SPINOFF CONFERENCE & HORIZON EUROPE INFO DAY
28-29 September 2023

The Spinoff Bulgaria initiative was created by the Health and Life Sciences Cluster
Bulgaria, the Artificial Intelligence Cluster Bulgaria and Venrize in collaboration and
support of Invest Sofia Agency and the Ministry of Education and Science (MON)
and HaDEA.

We aim to create a sustainable spin-off ecosystem and culture in Bulgaria and Europe by
connecting national stakeholders with international partners. We will present best
practices, insights from universities, investors, governments, corporations and relevant
industry experts, and funding opportunities from European organisations.

AIM: To stimulate interest in spinoff creation, promote knowledge exchange and engage
with government, business, academia and investors.

GOAL 2030: Bulgaria to produce 100 homegrown spinoffs and become a powerhouse of
innovation in Europe.

Within the event, content is planned to encourage companies to enter into consortia and
closer collaboration with universities and existing scientific infrastructure.

Partners

Venue: FNTS / Premium Coworking Spaces, 108 “Rakovska” str., Sofiа
Map link

https://www.google.com/maps/place/FNTS/@42.692562,23.3264637,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x5ac81d293cd370e4?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjrxr73q-2AAxXScvEDHQYsCuIQ_BJ6BAhREAA&hl=en&ved=2ahUKEwjrxr73q-2AAxXScvEDHQYsCuIQ_BJ6BAhcEAg
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DAY 1, Thursday, 28.09.2023

09:30 – 10:00 Registration

10:00 - 10:30 Opening Keynote

Founders of the initiative: Kristina Eskenazi, Paulina Chortova, Kaloyan Ratchev, Dimitar
Dimitrov, Boyan Jekov

Official Guest Speaker (Senior Government Stakeholders)
● Bogdan Bogdanov - Minister of Economy and Industry (TBC)
● Kiril Domuschiev - Head of the Confederation of Employers and Industrialists in

Bulgaria – The Voice of Bulgarian Business (KRIB). (TBC)
● Ivan Mihaylov - Chief Executive Officer of the American Chamber of Commerce in

Bulgaria
● Georgi Georgiev - Chairman of the Sofia Municipal Council

10:30 - 11:20 "Navigating EU Acts and Regulations for Spinoff Success" (AI Act,
Chips Act, Data Health Act, NIS2)

Speakers:
● Jeannette Gorzala - Vice President European AI Forum (EAIF)
● Tuan Trinh, PhD - Horizon Europe | "EIT Digital in Eastern Europe"
● Albena Kuyumdzhieva, PhD - Horizon Europe |European Innovation Council, DG

RTD (TBC)
● Prof. Dr. George Angelov. Deputy Minister of Innovation and Growth

11:20 - 11:40 Keynote: Federico Menna - Horizon Europe | "EIT Digital Initiatives"

11:40 - 11:50 Keynote: Kristina Sermuksnyte-Alesiuniene, European Cluster Manager of
the year 2022. AGRIFOOD LITHUANIA Cluster/DIH/EIT FOOD hub Manager Digital
Innovations and R&D&I in AgriFood sector (TBC)

11:50 - 12:20 Coffee break
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12:20 - 13:20 Pan European Innovative Ecosystems - European AI Forum

Moderator: Kaloyan Ratchev, AI Cluster Bulgaria, Vangavis
Speakers:

● Sabine Demey - Director of Flanders Artificial Intelligence Research Program at
IMEC

● Daniel Abbou - General manager of KI Bundesverband (TBC)
● Chloé Plédel - European project manager at Hub France IA (TBC)
● Clemens Wasner - Co-founder & Chairperson of AI Austria - Austrian Society for

Artificial Intelligence (TBC)

13:20 - 14:00 Lunch break

14:00 - 14:40 "Leading the Charge: Spinoff Success Stories and the EU Champions
Driving Innovation"
Moderator: Emil Shekerdzijski, Founder of Premium Coworking Spaces, Pitch2Pitch
Events
Speakers:

● DigiStain
● Epix.AI
● Kelvin Health
● Hemokin
● Barin Sports
● Bullcharge

14:40 - 15:20 "The Promise and Perils of Deep Tech: Ethical Considerations for
Technological Progress"

Moderator: Monika Manolova, PhD - Digital National Alliance
Speakers:

● Richard Foster-Fletcher, Chair and Founder of Morality and Knowledge in Artificial
Intelligence (MKAI)

● Marisa Zalabak, Founder of Open Channel Culture, Co-Chair of the Planet Positive
2030 Global Methodologies, Co-Chair of the IEEE AI Ethics Education Committee

● Prof. Melodena Stephens, Mohammed bin Rashid School of Government, United
Arab Emirates
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15:20 - 16:00 - European National Funds for Technology Transfer

● Pavel Lisev - CEO and Member of the Management Board at Fund of Funds in
Bulgaria (FMFIB)

16:00 - 16:20 Coffee break

16:20 - 16:40 "Protecting Innovation: The Role of Patents and IP in Spinoff
Success"
Keynote: Vladya Borisova - President of The Patent Office of the Republic of Bulgaria
(TBC)

16:40 - 17:20 Corporations for innovation

Moderator: Kristina Eskenazi - AI Cluster Bulgaria, Health & Life Sciences Cluster
Speakers:

● Hesham Sabry - General Manager of Roche Bulgaria
● Nikolay Jordanov - Managing Director at Kontrax

17:20 - 18:00 "Breaking Barriers: Women Driving Innovation and Spinoff Success
in Deep Tech"

Moderator: Paulina Chortova, Women in DeepTech
Speakers:

● Maria Hristova - CEO of Sofia Investment Agency
● Teodora Lapshova - Author and screenwriter of "INOVATIVNO" at Bulgarian

National Television
● Victoria Hristova - Executive Director and Board member of the Fund of Funds in

Bulgaria (FMFIB)
● Associate Professor Agata Manolova - Technical University of Sofia

18:00 - 18:30 Ceremony The best Spinoff for 2022

18:30 - 19:00 CyberCLUB special edition

19:00 - 22:00 Networking cocktail / Live music
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DAY 2, Friday, 29.09.2023

09:00 – 09:30 Registration

09:30 - 10:00 Opening Keynote

● Academician Nikolai Denkov - Prime Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria (TBC)
● Mariya Gabriel - Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs (TBC)
● Galin Tzokov - Minister of Education and Science (TBC)
● Milena Stoycheva - Minister of Innovation and Growth (TBC)
● Alexander Yolovski - Minister of e-Government (TBC)

10:00 - 10:10 Keynote speaker: Boyan Jekov, HE Bulgarian National Coordinator

10:10 - 10:35 Keynote speaker: Marina ZANCHI, HaDEA Director:
Introduction to HaDEA

10:35 – 11:20 Angelo MARINO, Head of HaDEA Department A – Health and Food
Presentation of HaDEA/A, Health and Food programs and Tips & Tricks for applying for
EC funding

11:00 - 11:20 Q&A session

11:20 - 11:40 Coffee break

11:40 - 12:40 Katleen ENGELBOSCH, Head of HaDEA Department B - Digital, Industry
and Space
Presentation of HaDEA/B, Programs on Digital, Industry and Space and Synergies

12:20 - 12:40 - Q&A session

12:40 - 14:00 Lunch break

5



Program SPINOFF CONFERENCE & HORIZON EUROPE INFO DAY
28-29 September 2023

FNTS / Premium Coworking Spaces, 108 Rakovska str., Sofia
HALL: 4

14:00 - 14:20 EIT Manufacturing

14:20 - 15:00 Building successful EU-funded projects (Panel discussion)
Moderator: Montserrat Daban, the President of the European Bioregions Council (CEBR)

● Prof. Dr. Mariana Murdjeva - Rector of MU-Plovdiv (TBC)
● Medical University of Sofia
● Maria Nakova - EDIH in construction, Cleantech Bulgaria
● Maria Pournari - COO EDIH Health Hub, Larisa

15:00 - 15:40 Workshop: AI for research and spinoff organisations (from 0 to 1)
Trainers:

● Svetlin Penkov - AI Cluster Bulgaria
● Daniel Angelov - Efemerai

15:40 - 16:20 Testimonials – Showing European experiences in Health and
Digital sectors
Moderator: Kristina Eskenazi - AI Cluster Bulgaria, Health & Life Sciences Cluster
Speakers:

● Irena Pavlova - EU Programmes Manager at GATE, Project Veles
● Prof. Iliya Iliev - Perimed
● Felip Miralles - Executive Director, Health Technologies at Eurecat - Centre

Tecnològic de Catalunya
● FORTH, Institute of Computer Science

16:20 - 16:50 "Innovative Agrotech Solutions: Cultivating Sustainable Growth and
Generating Spinoff Opportunities"

● Svetlana Boyanova, Chairperson of Institute for Agrostrategies and Innovations
and Chairperson of AgroHub.BG

● Mariyana Hamanova – Executive Director of Cleantech Bulgaria and NCP for
Cluster 6: Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment

16:50 - 17:30 "Building a Strong Foundation: Exploring the Intersection of Spinoff
and Infrastructure"

Moderator: Assoc. Professor Dimitar Nikolov - AI Cluster Bulgaria, TU Sofia
Speakers:

● Todor Mladenov - Chief Executive Officer&Board Member · Sofia Tech Park JSC
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● Svetoslav Mollov, Head of Technology Transfer and Commercialization at Quasar
Competence Center

● Prof. Dr Eng. Georgi Todorov - Technical University Sofia
● Kiril Kirilov - Оperational manager at Discoverer

17:30 - Closing remarks

Workshops & Side Events
Date Venue Time Event

28.09 Coworking Spaces /
Spinoff room, fl. 6

14:00 - 15:30 Practical Masterclass for
application in Horizon Europe
(Albena Kuyumdzhieva, Petya
Najdenova-Andreeva, Kiril
Borisov, Viktoria Petrova)

29.09 Coworking Spaces /
Spinoff room, fl. 6

14:00 - 15:30 AI Master Class (25 seats)
Trainer: Svetlin Penkov and
Evgeny Marinov

Coworking Spaces /
Spinoff room, fl. 6

Google workshop
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MAP TO THE VENUE
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