
  
 
 

 

 
CEE eCommerce inward mission to the UK’s 
Northern Powerhouse – 17 March 10-12.30 CET 
 

 

An introduction to eCommerce sector in the UK’s Northern Powerhouse - the current 

market and future trends 
 

The Department for International Trade in co-operation with leading UK business tech publisher 

BusinessCloud would like to invite you to attend an exclusive CEE inward mission to the UK’s Northern 

Powerhouse for eCommerce companies. 

 

It will be conducted virtually on the MS Teams platform on 17th March 10am – 1.30 pm CET (please 

see agenda below) and will give you an unrivalled opportunity to understand how your business can take 

advantage of the Northern Powerhouse business ecosystem, which has a combined economy of more 

than 400bn euros. 

 

The event has been broken down into two interactive sessions and will give you the chance to hear from, 

and present to, some top British retailers; eCommerce businesses; and leading names in the Northern 

Powerhouse. The event will be hosted by award-winning journalist Chris Maguire and profiles of all the 

companies taking part will be published online.  

 

Format 

10.00-10.15am CET: Introduction to the panel 

10.15-11.15am CET: The A-Z of the Northern Powerhouse: What is it? How can you benefit from it? 

What are the pitfalls? How easy is it for an overseas company to launch a business in the region? 

11.30-12.30pm CET: The delegation of CEE tech businesses will each give a 3-4 minute presentation 

to a panel of UK eCommerce and retail experts, who will offer some instant feedback.  

 



 

 

 

 

10-10.15 am  

                      AGENDA 
 

Introduction:  

 Welcome by DIT representative. 

 Introduction by Chris Maguire, Executive Editor of BusinessCloud. 

10.15-11.15 am  Session 1: The A-Z of the Northern Powerhouse: What is it? How can you benefit from it? What 
are the pitfalls? How easy is it for an overseas company to launch a business in the region? 

 OVERVIEW: Nigel Jones, sector specialist in tech, digital and creative, Department for 
International Trade. 

 LAUNCHING A BUSINESS IN THE NORTH: Nick Holmes is the Head of People & Culture 

at Distrelec. Distrelec is a Swiss-based company which opened its European HQ in 
Manchester. 

 LAUNCHING A BUSINESS IN THE NORTH: Jonathan Wall is the UK general manager of 
SimpliSafe. US home security company SimpliSafe selected Manchester as the location for 
its new UK HQ.  

 PROPERTY: Will Lewis, director, OBI Property. OBI has offices in Manchester and Leeds 

and Will Lewis is one of the North’s most respected property experts. 

 NORTHERN HEAVYWEIGHT: David Duke is the digital director of 
Visualsoft. Headquartered in Teesside with offices in Newcastle, Manchester and Dubai, 
Visualsoft provides SMEs with an industry-leading end-to-end eCommerce solutions. 

 EXPERT EYE: Shelim Rahman is a partner and lead of the Innovation, Communication and 
IT sector team at accountants Beever and Struther. 

11.15-11.30 am Short break 

11.30-12.30 pm Session 2: East meets West: The delegation of CEE tech businesses will each give a 3-4 minute 
presentation to a panel of UK eCommerce and retail experts, who will offer some instant 
feedback. Experts panel: 

 Steve Oliver, CEO and founder, MusicMagpie: Music Magpie is an online retailer and is 

valued at around 300m Euros.  

 Paul  Hornby, Digital Customer Experience (DCX) Director, The Very Group: The Very 
Group (formerly known as Shop Direct) hit £2 billion revenue in 2020.  

 Paul Martin, head of UK Retail at KPMG (until 11.30am only):  Paul has worked with many 
of the world’s leading retail and consumer good companies across a variety of geographies. 

 Bruce Wright, VP of sales, Pimberly: Pimberly is a powerful cloud-based Product 
Information Management (PIM) system for connecting suppliers and distributors. 

 Ian Tomlinson, CEO, Cybertill: Founded in 2001, Cybertill is a cloud-based retail 
technology company. It’s one of the world’s first cloud-based retail platforms.  

 Oliver Shaw, CEO, Kalibrate: Kalibrate uses data science and AI to create the most 

comprehensive decision making platform for pricing and location planning for fuel retail.  

 Cameron Lee, CEO/Head of Strategy, Total Processing: Total Processing is Europe’s 
fastest growing payment services provider and is particularly popular in the eCommerce 
space. It’s now processing £1.5bn+ a year. Headquartered in Manchester it now has offices 
in Malta, Frankfurt and Dubai. 


